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meanwhile senior researcher of master of arts and applied islamic ethics at hba use college of islamic studies
samudra ashwani spoke about the aim of the event the main aims is sort of pluralistic discourse more inclusive
discourse rep discourse on bioethical issues that we are facing all discussing areas related to biomedical
advancements ai and medicine and all these issues no nation alone no country alone can decide how to deal with
these issues we are all as humanity we should be altogether discussing and the rules and moral guidelines for these
issues and for her port ceo of wish and co-chair of wsb twenty twenty four sultana afl highlights gatar's position for
hosting seventeenth world congress of bioethics
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her highness sheikha mozah bint nasser chairperson of guitar foundation for education science and community
development has witnessed hamad bin khalifa university hba use seventeenth world congress of bioethics w cb
twenty twenty four ad guitar national convention center organized by the research center for islamic legislation
and ethics clacileand world innovation summit for health wish global health initiative of guitar foundation the
theme of this year's event is religion called turtle an global bioethics the event is ongoing until june sixth for the first
time in the middle east during the event we caught up with the professor of islam and biomedical ethics collage of
islamic studies at hba you and chair of w cb twenty twenty four dr mohammad ali who spoke about significance of wsb
twenty twenty four for the first time and the region so first of all the the first time to behave geographically when it
comes to location the first time to have the same religion culture and global bioethics and this is the first time to have
sessions completely in arabic with translation into english so that people can speak in their own language the most
important thing is that we give a message to the field of bioethics that it is high time to be co shapers and co
producers of the knowledge in the field of bioethics not only consumers meanwhile senior researcher of master of arts
and applied islamic ethics at hba use college of islamic studies samudra ashwani spoke about the aim of the event
the main aims is sort of pluralistic discourse more inclusive discourse rep discourse on bioethical issues that we are
facing all discussing areas related to biomedical advancements ai and medicine and all these issues no nation alone no
country alone can decide how to deal with these issues we are all as humanity we should be altogether discussing and
the rules and moral guidelines for these issues and for her port ceo of wish and co-chair of wsb twenty twenty four
sultana afl highlights gatar's position for hosting seventeenth world congress of bioethics and we're really proud that
we've brought this edition here obviously hbcu you did a bulk of that work we're happy to see support them in that
work and having it here will only expand people's knowledge base of what we're capable of doing but more importantly
some topics are controversial and that's what makes it really interesting does you know like controversial topics or
new topics or new ways of looking at something will now allow the bioethics congress to kind of expand its own reach
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: "Doha:- Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser Chairperson of Qatar Foundation (QF) witnessed Hamad Bin Khalifa
University (HBKU) successfully inaugurate the 17th World Congress of Bioethics in Doha today - the first edition of
this touchstone event to be held in the Arab World. A milestone in the field of bioethics this year’'s Congress was
hosted by HBKU’s Research Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics (CILE) at the College of Islamic Studies
(CIS) in collaboration with World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH) the global health initiative of Qatar Foundation.
Sponsored by the Ministry of Public Health Hamad Medical Corporation and the Primary Health Care Corporation this
edition of the Congress was organized with support from the International Association of Bioethics (IAB). The event has
gathered over 1000 participants - including bioethicists researchers and stakeholders - to engage in a dialogue
centered on vital issues in bioethics especially in religious and cultural contexts. The event reinforced its theme of
“Religion Culture and Global Bioethics” with a special panel discussion which featured members of the IAB’s executive
leadership delving into the significance of the theme alongside distinguished figures from across academic and
bioethics research. Commenting on the significance of the 17th World Congress of Bioethics being held in the region
Dr. Ahmad M. Hasnah President HBKU said: “The role of religion is a crucial one in the biomedical area. Discussions
shaping bioethical policies should not neglect people’s beliefs as they are a part of their lives. It is important that they
are captured in the development and creation of any policy.” “It is also important to recognize that heavenly religions
were revealed to provide guiding principles for humanity that are irrespective of time and place providing an important
basis to the ethical discussion away from trial and error or time-bound approaches.” Sultana Afdhal WISH CEO and co-
chair of the event said: “We are delighted to see months of hard work come to fruition as we witness the gathering of
the world’s most renowned bioethicists and scholars in Qatar for this very special 17th edition of the World Congress of
Bioethics. Balancing international perspectives and evidence-based best practices in health with those rooted in the
religious values and cultural traditions of Qatar the Gulf region and the broader Arab-Muslim world has been a
cornerstone of our approach at WISH exemplified by our long-term series on healthcare ethics.” “As such we
appreciate the opportunity to launch the upcoming WISH topic on the ethical management of Al in healthcare at such a
landmark event in the presence of thought-leaders from the bioethics community and we look forward to continued
collaboration with HBKU and CILE in this critical field.” Held until June 6 the Congress will see participants exchange
insights on prominent and emerging topics in bioethics including the use of artificial intelligence in healthcare how
healthcare can be practiced safely in regions impacted by war and armed conflict and public health ethics in light of
COVID-19 and other pandemics. Several of the event’s panels and sessions will be conducted wholly in Arabic featuring
live English translation reflecting the IAB’s commitment to facilitating a cross-cultural dialogue on contemporary issues
in the field of bioethics. Prominent experts from the Middle East North Africa and Asia will also participate in the
discussions and offer regional perspectives on the wider field and issues such as disability environmental genetic and
genomic bioethics. The World Congress also features an exhibition component where HBKU WISH and several
international institutions are hosting booths that showcase the latest in bioethics research to attendees. Noting the
value of the discussions Mohammed Ghaly Head of CILE and Chair of the Congress said: “This special edition of the
World Congress of Bioethics gives us the opportunity to approach the study of bioethics from a unique context. Our
discussions revolve around the understanding that our field is not only a secular discipline but also one that
acknowledges the importance of respecting diverse socio-cultural and religio-moral traditions. It is ours and the IAB’s
belief that engaging with bioethicists with expertise in diverse contexts facilitates mutual learning and a better
understanding of bioethics in different settings leading to more inclusive outcomes for biomedical research and better
healthcare across the world.” HBKU's CIS provides a unique platform for critical intellectual debates on Islam in a
global context through its blended academic programs immersive learning experience and distinguished research
division which includes several research centers including the Research Center of Islamic Legislation and Ethics. -Ends-
About Hamad Bin Khalifa University Innovating Today Shaping Tomorrow Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU)
a member of Qatar Foundation for Education Science and Community Development (QF) was founded in 2010 as a
research-intensive university that acts as a catalyst for transformative change in Qatar and the region while having
global impact. Located in Education City HBKU is committed to building and cultivating human capacity through an
enriching academic experience innovative ecosystem and unique partnerships. HBKU delivers multidisciplinary
undergraduate and graduate programs through its colleges and provides opportunities for research and scholarship
through its institutes and centers. For more information about HBKU visit www.hbku.edu.ga. About The Research
Center for Islamic Legislation & Ethics The Research Center for Islamic Legislation & Ethics (CILE) is a leading
institution in the field of Islamic Ethics renowned for its academic excellence and global collaborations. CILE has
organized numerous international conferences seminars and events in partnership with prestigious institutions
worldwide. It has also launched the Scopus-Indexed Journal of Islamic Ethics and the book-series Studies in Islamic
Ethics published by Brill. In 2019 CILE introduced the innovative M.A. program \"Applied Islamic Ethics\" the first of its
kind. Guided by a commitment to explore Islam's contributions to global morality CILE's interdisciplinary research and
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educational initiatives span theoretical and applied ethics across religious and secular frameworks. About the World
Innovation Summit for Health The World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH) is a global healthcare community
dedicated to capturing and disseminating the best evidence-based ideas and practices. WISH is an initiative of Qatar
Foundation for Education Science and Community Development (QF) and is under the patronage of Her Highness
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser its Chairperson. The inaugural WISH Summit took place in Doha in 2013 and convened more
than 1000 global healthcare leaders. Through international summits and a range of ongoing initiatives WISH is creating
a global community of leading Innovators in healthcare policy research and industry. Together they are harnessing the
power of innovation to overcome the world’s most urgent healthcare challenges and inspire other stakeholders to
action. Qatar Foundation - Unlocking Human Potential Qatar Foundation for Education Science and Community
Development (QF) is a non-profit organization that supports Qatar on its journey to becoming a diversified and
sustainable economy. QF strives to serve the people of Qatar and beyond by providing specialized programs across its
innovation-focused ecosystem of education research and development and community development. QF was founded
in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani the Father Amir and Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint
Nasser who shared the vision to provide Qatar with quality education. Today QF’s world-class education system offers
lifelong learning opportunities to community members as young as six months through to doctoral level enabling
graduates to thrive in a global environment and contribute to the nation’s development. QF is also creating a
multidisciplinary innovation hub in Qatar where homegrown researchers are working to address local and global
challenges. By promoting a culture of lifelong learning and fostering social engagement through programs that
embody Qatari culture QF is committed to empowering the local community and contributing to a better world for all.
For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects please visit: www.qf.org.qa. To stay up to date on our social media
activities follow our accounts on: Instagram Facebook X and LinkedIn."
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Doha, June 04 (QNA) - Chairperson of Qatar Foundation (QF) HH Sheikha Moza bint Nasser witnessed today the
inauguration of the 17th World Congress of Bioethics in Doha today - the first edition of this touchstone event to be
held in the Arab World theme of under the theme of "Religion, Culture and Global Bioethics."This years Congress was
hosted by HBKUs Research Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics (CILE) at the College of Islamic Studies
(CIS) in collaboration with World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH), the global health initiative of Qatar Foundation.
Sponsored by the Ministry of Public Health, Hamad Medical Corporation, and the Primary Health Care Corporation, this
edition of the Congress was organized with support from the International Association of Bioethics (IAB).The event has
gathered over 1,000 participants - including bioethicists, researchers, and stakeholders - to engage in a dialogue
centered on vital issues in bioethics, especially in religious and cultural contexts. The event had a special panel
discussion, which featured members of the IABs executive leadership delving into the significance of the theme
alongside distinguished figures from across academic and bioethics research.Commenting on the significance of the
17th World Congress of Bioethics being held in the region, President of HBKU Dr. Ahmad M. Hasnah said: "The role
of religion is a crucial one in the biomedical area. Discussions shaping bioethical policies should not neglect peoples
beliefs, as they are a part of their lives. It is important that they are captured in the development and creation of any
policy.""It is also important to recognize that heavenly religions were revealed to provide guiding principles for
humanity that are irrespective of time and place, providing an important basis to the ethical discussion away from trial
and error or time-bound approaches," he added.For her part, WISH CEO and co-chair of the event Sultana Afdhal said:
"We are delighted to see months of hard work come to fruition as we witness the gathering of the worlds most
renowned bioethicists and scholars in Qatar for this very special 17th edition of the World Congress of Bioethics.
Balancing international perspectives and evidence-based best practices in health with those rooted in the religious
values and cultural traditions of Qatar, the Gulf region, and the broader Arab-Muslim world has been a cornerstone of
our approach at WISH, exemplified by our long-term series on healthcare ethics.""As such, we appreciate the
opportunity to launch the upcoming WISH topic on the ethical management of Al in healthcare at such a landmark
event in the presence of thought-leaders from the bioethics community, and we look forward to continued
collaboration with HBKU and CILE in this critical field," she added.Held until June 6, the Congress will see participants
exchange insights on prominent and emerging topics in bioethics, including the use of artificial intelligence in
healthcare, how healthcare can be practiced safely in regions impacted by war and armed conflict, and public health
ethics in light of COVID-19 and other pandemics. Several of the events panels and sessions will be conducted wholly in
Arabic featuring live English translation, reflecting the IABs commitment to facilitating a cross-cultural dialogue on
contemporary issues in the field of bioethics. Prominent experts from the Middle East, North Africa, and Asia will also
participate in the discussions and offer regional perspectives on the wider field and issues such as disability,
environmental, genetic, and genomic bioethics.The World Congress also features an exhibition component, where
HBKU, WISH, and several international institutions are hosting booths that showcase the latest in bioethics research to
attendees. (QNA)
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Tribune News NetworkDohaHer Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, chairperson of Qatar Foundation (QF), witnessed
Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) successfully inaugurate the 17th World Congress of Bioethics in Doha on
Tuesday, the first edition of this touchstone event to be held in the Arab World.A milestone in the field of bioethics, this
year’s Congress was hosted by HBKU’s Research Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics (CILE) at the College
of Islamic Studies (CIS) in collaboration with World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH), the global health initiative
of Qatar Foundation.Sponsored by the Ministry of Public Health, Hamad Medical Corporation and the Primary Health
Care Corporation, this edition of the Congress was organised with support from the International Association of
Bioethics (IAB).The event has gathered over 1,000 participants, including bioethicists, researchers and stakeholders, to
engage in a dialogue centred on vital issues in bioethics, especially in religious and cultural contexts.The event
reinforced its theme of ‘Religion, Culture and Global Bioethics’ with a special panel discussion, which featured
members of the IAB’s executive leadership delving into the significance of the theme alongside distinguished figures
from across academic and bioethics research.Commenting on the significance of the 17th World Congress of Bioethics
being held in the region, HBKU President Dr Ahmad M. Hasnah said, “The role of religion is a crucial one in the
biomedical area. Discussions shaping bioethical policies should not neglect people’s beliefs, as they are a part of their
lives. It is important that they are captured in the development and creation of any policy.“It is also important to
recognise that heavenly religions were revealed to provide guiding principles for humanity irrespective of time and
place, providing an important basis to the ethical discussion away from trial and error or time-bound
approaches.”Sultana Afdhal, WISH CEO and co-chair of the event, said: “We are delighted to see months of hard work
come to fruition as we witness the gathering of the world’s most renowned bioethicists and scholars in Qatar for this
very special 17th edition of the World Congress of Bioethics. Balancing international perspectives and evidence-based
best practices in health with those rooted in the religious values and cultural traditions of Qatar, the Gulf region and
the broader Arab-Muslim world has been a cornerstone of our approach at WISH, exemplified by our long-term series
on healthcare ethics.”As such, we appreciate the opportunity to launch the upcoming WISH topic on the ethical
management of Al in healthcare at such a landmark event in the presence of thought-leaders from the bioethics
community, and we look forward to continued collaboration with HBKU and CILE in this critical field.”The Congress will
see participants exchange insights on prominent and emerging topics in bioethics, including the use of artificial
intelligence in healthcare, how healthcare can be practiced safely in regions impacted by war and armed conflict, and
public health ethics in light of COVID-19 and other pandemics. Several of the event’s panels and sessions will be
conducted wholly in Arabic featuring live English translation, reflecting the IAB’s commitment to facilitating a cross-
cultural dialogue on contemporary issues in the field of bioethics.Prominent experts from the Middle East, North Africa
and Asia will also participate in the discussions and offer regional perspectives on the wider field and issues such as
disability, environmental, genetic, and genomic bioethics.The World Congress also features an exhibition component,
where HBKU, WISH, and several international institutions are hosting booths that showcase the latest in bioethics
research to attendees.Noting the value of the discussions, Mohammed Ghaly, head of CILE and Chair of the Congress,
said: “This special edition of the World Congress of Bioethics gives us the opportunity to approach the study of
bioethics from a unique context. Our discussions revolve around the understanding that our field is not only a secular
discipline, but also one that acknowledges the importance of respecting diverse socio-cultural and religio-moral
traditions.“It is ours and the IAB’s belief that engaging with bioethicists with expertise in diverse contexts facilitates
mutual learning and a better understanding of bioethics in different settings, leading to more inclusive outcomes for
biomedical research and better healthcare across the world.”"HBKU's CIS provides a unique platform for critical
intellectual debates on Islam in a global context through its blended academic programmes, immersive learning
experience and distinguished research division, which includes several research centers, including the Research
Center of Islamic Legislation and Ethics.
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Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser attends the opening of the 17th World Congress of Bioethics.

PICTURE: AR Al-Baker

A panel discussion at the inaugural session. PICTURES: Shaji Kayamkulam

Sheikha Moza attends World Congress of Bioethics

By Joseph Varghese
Staff Reparter

er Highness Sheikha Moza
Hbint Nasser, Chairperson

of Qatar Foundation (QF),
attended yesterday the inaugura-
tion of the 17th World Congress of
Bioethics organised by Hamad Bin
Khalifa University in collaboration
with World Innovation Summit
for Health (WISH).

The three-day Congress, held
for the first time in the Arab World
and the entire Middle East, has
‘brought together over 1,000 par-
ticipants - including bioethicists,
researchers, and stakeholders.

Speaking at the opening cer-
emony, Dr Ahmad M Hasnah,
president, HBKU, said: “The role
of religion is a crucial one in the
bi i area. Di i

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser and Dr Ahmad M Hasnah,

president, HBKU at the 17th World Congress of Bioethics.

on bioethics. Sultana

D
shaping bioethical policies should
not neglect people’s beliefs, as
they are a part of their lives. It is
important that they are captured
in the development and creation
of any policy”

The Congress is hosted by HB-
KU's Research Centre for Islamic
Legislation and Ethics (CILE) in
collaboration with WISH the glo-
bal health initiative of QF. Spon-
sored by the Ministry of Public
Health, Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion, and the Primary Health Care
Corporation, this edition of the
Congress is organised with sup-
port from IAB.

Following the address by HBKU
president, a panel discussion in-
volving experts from various or-
ganisations discussed different

Media Coverage, June 2024

persp

Afdhal, CEO WISH, Dr Voo Teck
Chuan, communications officer
of the International Association
of Bioethics, Dr Mohamed Ghaly,
professor/head of CILE, Dr Said
Ismail, acting president and chief
scientific and operations officer,
Qatar Precision Health Institute,
Dr Caesar Atuire, president, IAB,
Dr Khalid Fakhro, chief research
officer, Sidra Medicine and Dr Ju-
lan Savulescu, director, Centre
for Biomedical Ethics, National
University of Singapore took part
in the discussion.

The event provides platform for
dialogue centred on vital issues in
bioethics, especially in religions
and cultural contexts. The event
reinforced its theme of “Religion,
Culture and Global Bioethics”

PICTURE: AR Al-Baker

with a special panel discussion,
which featured members of LAB ex-

Asection of the audience.

ticipants exchange insights on
prominent and emerging topics in
bioethics, including the use of arti-
ficial inhealthcare, how

academic and bioethics research.
WISH CEQ Afdhal, said: “We
are delighted to see months of hard
work come to fruition as we witness
the gathering of the world's most
renowned bioethicists and scholars
in Qatar for the 17th edition of the
World Congress of Bioethics. Bal-
ancing international perspectives
and evidence-based best practices
in health with those rooted in the
religious values and cultural tradi-
tions of Qatar, the Gulf region, and
the broader Arab-Muslim world has
‘been a cornerstone of our approach

at WISH!"
The Congress helped par-

healtheare can be practiced safely in
regions impacted by war and armed
conflict, and public health ethics in
light of Covid-19 and other pan-
demics. Prominent experts from the
Middle East, North Africa and Asia
are participating in the discussions
and offer regional perspectives on
the wider field and issues such as
disability, environmental, genetic
and genomic bioethics.

Mohamed Ghaly, head of CILE
and chair of the Congress, added:
“This special edition of the World
Congress of Bioethics gives us the
opportunity to approach the study
of bioethics from aunique context.
Our discussions revolve around

the understanding that our field is
not only a secular discipline, but
also one that acknowledges the

importance of respecting diverse
socio-cultural and religious-mor-
al traditions”
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bint Nasser Chairperson Ter Highness Sheikha Moza Lof Qatar Foundation QF attended yesterday the inauguration of
the 17th World Congress of Bioethics organised by Hamad Bin Khalifa University in collaboration with World
Innovation Summit for Health WISH The three-day Congress held for the first time in the Arab World and the entire
Middle East has brought together over 1,000 participants including bioethicists researchers and stakeholders Speaking
at the opening ceremony Dr Ahmad M Hasnah president HBKU said The role of religion is a crucial one in the
biomedical area Discussions shaping bioethical policies should not neglect people beliefs as they are a part of their
lives It is important that they are captured in the development and creation of any policy The Congress is hosted by
HBKU Research Centre for Islamic Legislation and Ethics CILE in collaboration with WISH the global health
initiative of QF Sponsored by the Ministry of Public Health Hamad Medical Corporation and the Primary Health Care
Corporation this edition of the Congress is organised with support from IAB Following the address by HBKU president a
panel discussion involving experts from various organisations discussed different perspectives on bioethics Sultana
Afdhal CEO WISH Dr Voo Teck Chuan communications officer of the International Association of Bioethics Dr Mohamed
Ghaly professor/head of CILE Dr Said Ismail acting president and chief scientific and operations officer Qatar Precision
Health Institute Dr Caesar Atuire president IAB Dr Khalid Fakhro chief research officer Sidra Medicine and Dr Julian
Savulescu director Centre for Biomedical Ethics National University of Singapore took part in the discussion The event
provides platform for dialogue centred on vital issues in bioethics especially in religious and cultural contexts The
event reinforced its theme of Religion Culture and Global Bioethics with a special panel discussion which featured
members of IAB executive leadership delving into the significance of the theme alongside distinguished figures from
across academic and bioethics research WISH CEO Afdhal said We are delighted to see months of hard work come to
fruition as we witness the gathering of the world most renowned bioethicists and scholars in Qatar for the 17th edition
of the World Congress of Bioethics Balancing international perspectives and evidence-based best practices in health
with those rooted in the religious values and cultural traditions of Qatar the Gulf region and the broader Arab-Muslim
world has been a cornerstone of our approach at WISH The Congress helped participants exchange insights on
prominent and emerging topics in bioethics including the use of artificial intelligence in healthcare how healthcare can
be practiced safely in regions impacted by war and armed conflict and public health ethics in light of Covid-19 and
other pandemics Prominent experts from the Middle East North Africa and Asia are participating in the discussions and
offer regional perspectives on the wider field and issues such as disability environmental genetic and genomic
bioethics Mohamed Ghaly head of CILE and chair of the Congress added This special edition of the World Congress of
Bioethics gives us the opportunity to approach the study of bioethics from a unique context Our discussions revolve
around the understanding that our field is not only a secular discipline but also one that acknowledges the of
respecting diverse socio-cultural and religious-moral traditions
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* SHEIKHA MOZA GRACES OPENING
OF WORLD CONGRESS OF BIOETHICS

HH Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation, on Tuesday wit-
nessed the inauguration of the 17th World Congress of Bioethics in Doha - the first
edition of this touchstone event to be held in the Arab World under the theme of
“Religion, Culture and Global Bioethics”. This year's Congress was hosted by
HBKU's Research Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics (CILE]} at the College

of Islamic Studies (CIS) in collaboration with World Innovation Summit for Health
(WISH), the global health initiative of Qatar Foundation. Sponsored by the Ministry
of Public Health, Hamad Medical Corporation, and the Primary Health Care
Corporation, this edition of the Congress was organised with support from the
International Association of Bioethics (IAB). The event has gathered over 1,000
participants - including bioethicists, researchers, and stakeholders - to engage in
a dialogue centered on vital issues in bioethics, especially in religious and cultural

contexts. (QNA) PAGE 16
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Sheikha Moza witnesses HBKU, WISH inaugurate
first World Congress of Bioethics in Middle East

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

HER Highness Sheikha Moza bint
Nasser, chairperson of Qatar Founda-
tion (QF), witnessed Hamad Bin Khal-
ifa University (HBKU) successfully in-
angurate the 17th World Congress of
Bioethics in Doha on Tuesday, the first
edition of this touchstone event to be
held in the Arab World.

A milestone in the field of bioeth-
ics, this year's Congress was hosted
by HBKU's Research Center for Is-
lamie Legislation and Ethics (CILE)
at the College of Islamic Studies
(CIS) in collaboration with World In-
novation Summit for Health (WISH),
the global health initiative of Qatar
Foundation.

Sponsored by the Ministry of Pub-
lic Health, Hamad Medical Corpora-
tion and the Primary Health Care Cor-
poration, this edition of the Congress
was organised with support from the
International Association of Bioethics
(IAB).

The event has gathered over 1,000
participants, including bioethicists,
researchers and stakeholders, to en-
gage in a dialogue centred on vital
issues in bicethics, especially in reli-
gious and cultural contexts.

The event reinforced its theme of
‘Religion, Culture and Global Bioeth-
ics’ with a special panel discussion,
which featured members of the 1AB's
executive leadership delving into the
significance of the theme alongside
distinguished figures from across aca-
demie and bioethics research.

Commenting on the significance of
the 17th World Congress of Bioethics
being held in the region, HBKU Presi-
dent Dr Ahmad M. Hasnah said, “The

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, chairperson of Qatar Foundation (QF), witnessed Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) suc-

cessfully inaugurate the 17th World Congress of Bioethics in Doha on Tuesday,

tole of religion is a crucial one in the
biomedical area. Discussions shaping
bioethical policies should not neglect
people’s beliefs, as they are a part of
their lives. It is important that they
are captured in the development and
creation of any poliey.

“It is also important to recognise
that heavenly rehgions were revealed
to provide guiding principles for hu-
manity irrespective of time and place,
providing an important basis to the
ethical discussion away from trial and
error or time-bound approaches,”

Sultana Afdhal, WISH CEO and
co-chair of the event, said: “We are
delighted to see months of hard
work come to fruition as we witness

the gathering of the world's most re-
nowned bioethicists and scholars in
Qatar for this very special 17th edition
of the World Congress of Bioethics.
Balancing international perspectives
and evidence-based best practices in
health with those rooted in the reli-
gious values and cultural traditions of
Qatar, the Gulf region and the broader
Arab-Muslim world has been a cor-
nerstone of our approach at WISH,
exemplified by our long-term series
on healtheare ethics.

“As such, we appreciate the oppor-
tunity to launch the upcoming WISH
topic on the ethical management of Al
in healthcare at such a landmark event
in the presence of thought-leaders

from the bioethics community, and
we look forward to continued collabo-
ration with HBKU and CILE in this
eritical field.”

The Congress will see participants
exchange insights on prominent and
emerging topics in bioethics, includ-
ing the use of artificial intelligence
in healthcare, how healthcare can be
Eranticed safely in regions impacted

v war and armed conflict, and pub-
lic health ethics in light of COVID-19
and other pandemics. Several of the
event's panels and sessions will be
conducted wholly in Arabie featur-
ing live English translation, reflect-
ing the IAB's commitment to facili-
tating a cross-cultural dialogue on

contemporary issues in the field of
bioethies.

Prominent experts from the Mid-
dle East, North Africa and Asia will
also participate in the discussions and
offer regional perspectives on the wid-
er field and issues such as disability,
environmental, genetic, and genomic
bioethies.

The World Congress also features
an exhibition component, where
HBKU, WISH, and several interna-
tional institutions are hosting booths
that showease the latest in bioethics
research to attendees.

Noting the value of the discussions,
Mohammed Ghaly, head of CILE and
Chair of the Congress, said: “This spe-
cial edition of the World Congress of
Bivethics gives us the opportunity to
approach the study of bioethies from
a unique context. Our discussions re-
volve around the understanding that
our field is not only a secular disci-
pline, but also one that acknowledges
the importance of respecting diverse
socio-cultural and religio-moral tradi-
tions.

“It is ours and the [AB's belief that
engaging with bioethicists with exper-
tise in diverse contexts facilitates mu-
tual learning and a better understand-
ing of bioethics in different settings,
leading to more inclusive outcomes
for biomedical research and better
healtheare across the world.”

HBKU's CIS provides a unique
platform for critical intellectual de-
bates on Islam in a global context
through its blended academic pro-
grammes, immersive learning experi-
ence and distinguished research divi-
sion, which includes several research
centers, including the Research Cent-
er of Islamic Legislation and Ethics.
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HER Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser chairperson of Qatar Foundation QF witnessed Hamad Bin Khalifa
University HBKU successfully inaugurate the 17th World Congress of Bioethics in Doha on Tuesday the first edition of
this touchstone event to be held in the Arab World A milestone in the field of bioethics this year Congress was hosted
by HBKU Research Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics CILE at the College of Islamic Studies CIS in
collaboration with World Innovation Summit for Health WISH the global health initiative of Qatar Foundation Sponsored
by the Ministry of Public Health Hamad Medical Corporation and the Primary Health Care Corporation this edition of the
Congress was organised with support from the International Association of Bioethics IAB The event has gathered over
1,000 participants including bioethicists researchers and stakeholders to engage in a dialogue centred on vital issues
in bioethics especially in religious and cultural contexts The event reinforced its theme of Religion Culture and Global
Bioethics with a special panel discussion which featured members of the IAB executive leadership delving into the
significance of the theme alongside distinguished figures from across academic and bioethics research Commenting on
the significance of the 17th World Congress of Bioethics being held in the region HBKU President Dr Ahmad M
Hasnah said The role of religion is a crucial one in the biomedical area Discussions shaping bioethical policies should
not neglect people beliefs as they are a part of their lives It is important that they are captured in the development
and creation of any policy It is also important to recognise that heavenly religions were revealed to provide guiding
principles for humanity irrespective of time and place providing an important basis to the ethical discussion away from
trial and error or time-bound approaches Sultana Afdhal WISH CEO and co-chair of the event said We are delighted to
see months of hard work come to fruition as we witness the gathering of the world most renowned bioethicists and
scholars in Qatar for this very special 17th edition of the World Congress of Bioethics Balancing international
perspectives and evidence-based best practices in health with those rooted in the religious values and cultural
traditions of Qatar the Gulf region and the broader Arab-Muslim world has been a cornerstone of our approach at WISH
exemplified by our long-term series on healthcare ethics As such we appreciate the opportunity to launch the
upcoming WISH topic on the ethical management of Al in healthcare at such a landmark event in the presence of
thought-leaders from the bioethics community and we look forward to continued collaboration with HBKU and CILE in
this critical field The Congress will see participants exchange insights on prominent and emerging topics in bioethics
including the use of artificial intelligence in healthcare how healthcare can be practiced safely in regions impacted by
war and armed conflict and public health ethics in light of COVID-19 and other pandemics Several of the event panels
and sessions will be conducted wholly in Arabic featuring live English translation reflecting the IAB commitment to
facilitating a cross-cultural dialogue on contemporary issues in the field of bioethics Prominent experts from the Middle
East North Africa and Asia will also participate in the discussions and offer regional perspectives on the wider field and
issues such as disability environmental genetic and genomic bioethics The World Congress also features an exhibition
component where HBKU WISH and several international institutions are hosting booths that showcase the latest in
bioethics research to attendees Noting the value of the discussions Mohammed Ghaly head of CILE and Chair of the
Congress said This special edition of the World Congress of Bioethics gives us the opportunity to approach the study of
bioethics from a unique context Our discussions revolve around the understanding that our field is not only a secular
discipline but also one that acknowledges the importance of respecting diverse socio-cultural and religio-moral
traditions It is ours and the IAB belief that engaging with bioethicists with expertise in diverse contexts facilitates
mutual learning and a better understanding of bioethics in different settings leading to more inclusive outcomes for
biomedical research and better healthcare across the world HBKU CIS provides a unique platform for critical
intellectual debates on Islam in a global context through its blended academic programmes immersive learning
experience and distinguished research division which includes several research centers including the Research Center
of Islamic Legislation and Ethics
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Region’s first World
Congress of Bioethics

inaugurated in Doha

M MAZHARUL HAQUE
THE PENINSULA

DOHA: Chairperson of Qatar
Foundation (QF) H H Sheikha
Moza bint Nasser attended the
inauguration of the 17th World
Congress of Bioethics in Doha
yesterday, the first edition of
this touchstone event to be held
in the Arab World.

The Congress being held
from June 3 to 6 at the Qatar
National Convention Centre is
organised by Hamad Bin
Khalifa University's Research
Center for Islamic Legislation
and Ethics (CILE) and the World
Innovation Summit for Health,
the global health initiative of
Qatar Foundation. The theme
of this year's event is ‘Religion,
Culture and Global Bioethics'.

HBKU President Dr. Ahmad
M Hasnah, in his opening
remarks, said, “It is important
to highlight that the main chal-
lenge facing humanity has been
[always] the ethical challenge.
Whether in science, medicine,

Media Coverage, June 2024

® The four-day event
is hosted by HBKU's
Research Center for
Islamic Legislation
and Ethics, and the
World Innovation
Summit for Health.

® Experts call for
more inclusive and
balanced debates
around bioethics.

artificial intelligence (Al) or
global politics, we live in a very
dynamic world. Ethical chal-
lenges are rising on multiple
fronts and dimensions and are
impacting humanity. Not a
single point of view, philosophy
or approach should be the
subject of ethical discussions
and policy formulations.

“A more comprehensive
multi-view discussion needs to
be adopted. We at Hamad Bin

Chairperson of Qatar Foundation H H Sheikha Moza bint Nasser and other dignitaries attend the
opening of the 17th World Congress of Bioethics in Doha yesterday.

Khalifa University believe that
no voice be left out and dis-
cussion around bioethics must
have all voices around the table
and that different perspectives
have equal rights. We have
worked hard to achieve a more
inclusive event, welcoming dif-
ferent voices and diverse
approaches. besides the usual

dominant perspective, to
provide opportunities for the
underrepresented voices from
Asia, Africa and South America.
The support of the university
made it possible for a sizable
participation in this edition
from underprivileged
countries.”

Sultana Afdhal, WISH CEO

and co-chair of the event, said:
“We are delighted to see
months of hard work come to
fruition as we witness the gath-
ering of the world’s most
renowned bioethicists and
scholars in Qatar for this very
special 17th edition of the
World Congress of Bioethics.”
2>pP2
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Region’s first World Congress of Bioethics inaugurated in Doha

FROM PAGE 1

The WISH CEO added: “Bal-
ancing international perspectives
and evidence-based best prac-
tices in health with those rooted
in the religious values and cul-
tural traditions of Qatar, the Gulf
region, and the broader Arab-
Muslim world has been a corner-
stone of our approach at WISH,
exemplified by our long-term
series on healthcare ethics. As
such, we appreciate the oppor-
tunity to launch the upcoming
WISH topic on the ethical man-
agement of Al in healthcare at
such a landmark event in the
presence of thought-leaders from

the bioethics community, and we

look forward to continued col-
laboration with HEKU and CILE
in this critical field "

“The World Congress of
Bioethics is an esteemed and the
largest gathering of bioethicists
globally. This edition is distinctive
in its location, scene and setting,
This is the first time that the Con-
gress is being held in an Arab
country and the Muslim world,”
said the host of the event, Laila
Al Shaikhli, a principal presenter

on Al Jazeera TV (Arabic) during
the opening ceremony
yesterday.

“By [ocusing on underex-
plored intersection between
religion, culture and global

bioethics and advocating for
broader support, it covers previ-
ously unrepresented countries.
We look to the congress to stand
as a hallmark of diversity, plu-
ralism and universal discourse in
bioethics,” she said.

“Itis now more than ever as
the fundamental principles of
hioethics are being compromised.
We are bearing witness o sys-
temic targeting of healthcare
institutions, professionals and
human lives and the ongoing vio-
lations being committed against
them.”

Director CILE, Mohammed
Ghaly and Chair of the Congress,

moderated a panel discussion

titled, ‘Reaching worlds and
intersecting pathways: Religion,
culture, diversity and global
bioethics.” Panellists included
Sultana Afdhal: Dr. Casesar
Atuire, President of the Interna-
tional Association of Bioethics;
Dr. Voo Teck Chuan, Communi-
cation Officer of the International
Association of Bioethics; Dr. Said
Ismail, Acting President and Chief
Scientific and Operations Officer
of Qatar Precision Health
Institute; Dr. Khalid Fakhro, Chiel
Research Officer at Sidra Med-
icine; and Dr. Julian Savulescu,
Director, Centre for Biomedical
Ethics, National University of
Singapore.
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DOHA Chairperson of Qatar Foundation QF H H Sheikha Moza bint Nasser attended the inauguration of the 17th World
Congress of Bioethics in Doha yesterday the first edition of this touchstone event to be held in the Arab World The
Congress being held from June 3 to 6 at the Qatar National Convention Centre is organised by Hamad Bin Khalifa
University Research Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics CILE and the World Innovation Summit for Health
the global health initiative of Qatar Foundation The theme of this year event is Religion Culture and Global Bioethics
HBKU President Dr Ahmad M Hasnah in his opening remarks said It is important to highlight that the main challenge
facing humanity has been always the ethical challenge Whether in science medicine artificial intelligence Al or global
politics we live in a very dynamic world Ethical challenges are rising on multiple fronts and dimensions and are
impacting humanity Not a single point of view philosophy or approach should be the subject of ethical discussions and
policy formulations A more comprehensive multi-view discussion needs to be adopted We at Hamad Bin Khalifa
University believe that no voice be left out and discussion around bioethics must have all voices around the table and
that different perspectives have equal rights We have worked hard to achieve a more inclusive event welcoming
different voices and diverse approaches besides the usual dominant perspective to provide opportunities for the
underrepresented voices from Asia Africa and South America The support of the university made it possible for a
sizable participation in this edition from underprivileged countries Sultana Afdhal WISH CEO and co-chair of the event
said We are delighted to see months of hard work come to fruition as we witness the gathering of the world most
renowned bioethicists and scholars in Qatar for this very special 17th edition of the World Congress of Bioethics >P2
FROM PAGE 1 The WISH CEO added Balancing international perspectives and evidence-based best practices in health
with those rooted in the religious values and cultural traditions of Qatar the Gulf region and the broader ArabMuslim
world has been a cornerstone of our approach at WISH exemplified by our long-term series on healthcare ethics As
such we appreciate the opportunity to launch the upcoming WISH topic on the ethical management of Al in healthcare
at such a landmark event in the presence of thought-leaders from the bioethics community and we look forward to
continued collaboration with HBKU and CILE in this critical field The World Congress of Bioethics is an esteemed and
the largest gathering of bioethicists globally This edition is distinctive in its location scene and setting This is the first
time that the Congress is being held in an Arab country and the Muslim world said the host of the event Laila Al
Shaikhli a principal presenter on Al Jazeera TV Arabic during the opening ceremony yesterday By focusing on
underexplored intersection between religion culture and global bioethics and advocating for broader support it covers
previously unrepresented countries We look to the congress to stand as a hallmark of diversity pluralism and universal
discourse in bioethics she said It is now more than ever as the fundamental principles of bioethics are being
compromised We are bearing witness to systemic targeting of healthcare institutions professionals and human lives
and the ongoing violations being committed against them Director CILE Mohammed Ghaly and Chair of the Congress
moderated a panel discussion titled Reaching worlds and intersecting pathways Religion culture diversity and global
bioethics Panellists included Sultana Afdhal Dr Casesar Atuire President of the International Association of Bioethics Dr
Voo Teck Chuan Communication Officer of the International Association of Bioethics Dr Said Ismail Acting President and
Chief Scientific and Operations Officer of Qatar Precision Health Institute Dr Khalid Fakhro Chief Research Officer at
Sidra Medicine and Dr Julian Savulescu Director Centre for Biomedical Ethics National University of Singapore
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Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) has initiated the establishment and hosting of the International Islamic
Bioethics Association at the university, president Dr Ahmad M Hasnah said Tuesday. “In supporting the development
and advancing of the Islamic bioethics’ knowledge generation and contribution, we are proud to announce the
initiation of establishing and hosting of the International Islamic Bioethics Association at Hamad Bin Khalifa
University,” he explained. Dr Hasnah was addressing the inaugural session of the 17th edition of the World Congress
of Bioethics at Qatar National Convention Centre. "We, at Hamad Bin Khalifa University, believe that no voice
needs to be left out and discussions around bioethics must have all voices around the table, and that different
perspectives have equal rights. As such, we have worked hard to achieve a more inclusive event, welcoming different
voices and diverse approaches besides the usually dominant perspectives, in addition to providing opportunities for
voices usually under represented from Asia, Africa, and South America,” he said. The official said that the main
challenge facing humanity has always been an ethical one whether in science, medicine, Al, or global politics. “We live
in a very dynamic world; ethical challenges are rising on multiple fronts and dimensions and are impacting humanity.
No single point of view, philosophy, or approach should be the sole custodian of ethical discussions and policy
formation. A more comprehensive multi views discussions need to be adopted” explained, Dr Hasnah. HBKU president
said that the role of religion is a crucial one in the biomedical area. “Discussions shaping policies should not neglect
people's beliefs as they are part of their lives and it is important to be captured in any policy creation. It is also,
important to recognise that, heavenly religions were revealed to provide guiding principles for humanity irrespective of
time and geological place providing an important basis to the ethical discussion away from trial and error or time
bounded approach,” he continued. Dr Hasnah pointed out that there is a great wealth in Islamic civilisation when it
comes to ethics. “ We need to have our voice and knowledge in that area well represented on the global scene and
work with the global community to address the bioethical challenges,” he noted. He highlighted the leadership and
vision of Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser on the important role of ethics in the current and future life led to the
creation of the first Research Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics in January 2012. “CILE is an integral part
of that vision and plays an important role in leading the international platform in discussions and work related to
Islamic ethics and we, at Hamad Bin Khalifa University, are committed to continue having CILE play a leading role
in the generation of knowledge in the domain of Islamic ethics across different disciplines especially the area of
bioethics and impact the local, regional, and global discussions,” he added.
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Doha, Qatar: Chairperson of Qatar Foundation (QF) HH Sheikha Moza bint Nasser witnessed today, June 4, the
inauguration of the 17th World Congress of Bioethics in Doha - the first edition of this touchstone event to be held in
the Arab World under the theme of "Religion, Culture and Global Bioethics" This year's Congress was hosted by
HBKU's Research Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics (CILE) at the College of Islamic Studies (CIS) in
collaboration with World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH), the global health initiative of Qatar Foundation.
Sponsored by the Ministry of Public Health, Hamad Medical Corporation, and the Primary Health Care Corporation, this
edition of the Congress was organised with support from the International Association of Bioethics (IAB). The event has
gathered over 1,000 participants - including bioethicists, researchers, and stakeholders - to engage in a dialogue
centered on vital issues in bioethics, especially in religious and cultural contexts. The event had a special panel
discussion, which featured members of the IABs executive leadership delving into the significance of the theme
alongside distinguished figures from across academic and bioethics research. Commenting on the significance of the
17th World Congress of Bioethics being held in the region, President of HBKU Dr. Ahmad M. Hasnah said: "The role
of religion is a crucial one in the biomedical area. Discussions shaping bioethical policies should not neglect peoples
beliefs, as they are a part of their lives. It is important that they are captured in the development and creation of any
policy." "It is also important to recognise that heavenly religions were revealed to provide guiding principles for
humanity that are irrespective of time and place, providing an important basis to the ethical discussion away from trial
and error or time-bound approaches," he added. For her part, WISH CEO and co-chair of the event Sultana Afdhal said:
"We are delighted to see months of hard work come to fruition as we witness the gathering of the worlds most
renowned bioethicists and scholars in Qatar for this very special 17th edition of the World Congress of Bioethics.
Balancing international perspectives and evidence-based best practices in health with those rooted in the religious
values and cultural traditions of Qatar, the Gulf region, and the broader Arab-Muslim world has been a cornerstone of
our approach at WISH, exemplified by our long-term series on healthcare ethics." "As such, we appreciate the
opportunity to launch the upcoming WISH topic on the ethical management of Al in healthcare at such a landmark
event in the presence of thought-leaders from the bioethics community, and we look forward to continued
collaboration with HBKU and CILE in this critical field," she added. Running until June 6, the Congress will see
participants exchange insights on prominent and emerging topics in bioethics, including the use of artificial
intelligence in healthcare, how healthcare can be practiced safely in regions impacted by war and armed conflict, and
public health ethics in light of COVID-19 and other pandemics. Several of the events panels and sessions will be
conducted wholly in Arabic featuring live English translation, reflecting the IABs commitment to facilitating a cross-
cultural dialogue on contemporary issues in the field of bioethics. Prominent experts from the Middle East, North Africa,
and Asia will also participate in the discussions and offer regional perspectives on the wider field and issues such as
disability, environmental, genetic, and genomic bioethics. The World Congress also features an exhibition component,
where HBKU, WISH, and several international institutions are hosting booths that showcase the latest in bioethics
research to attendees.
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Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation (QF), attended Tuesday the inauguration of
the 17th World Congress of Bioethics organised by Hamad Bin Khalifa University in collaboration with World
Innovation Summit for Health (WISH). The three-day Congress, held for the first time in the Arab World and the entire
Middle East, has brought together over 1,000 participants - including bioethicists, researchers, and stakeholders.
Speaking at the opening ceremony, Dr Ahmad M Hasnah, president, HBKU, said: “The role of religion is a crucial one
in the biomedical area. Discussions shaping bioethical policies should not neglect people’s beliefs, as they are a part of
their lives. It is important that they are captured in the development and creation of any policy.” The Congress is
hosted by HBKU'’s Research Centre for Islamic Legislation and Ethics (CILE) in collaboration with WISH the global
health initiative of QF. Sponsored by the Ministry of Public Health, Hamad Medical Corporation, and the Primary Health
Care Corporation, this edition of the Congress is organised with support from IAB. Following the address by HBKU
president, a panel discussion involving experts from various organisations discussed different perspectives on
bioethics. Sultana Afdhal, CEO WISH, Dr Voo Teck Chuan, communications officer of the International Association of
Bioethics, Dr Mohammed Ghaly, professor / head of CILE, Dr Said Ismail, acting president and chief scientific and
operations officer, Qatar Precision Health Institute, Dr Caesar Atuire, president, IAB, Dr Khalid Fakhro, chief research
officer, Sidra Medicine and Dr Julian Savulescu, director, Centre for Biomedical Ethics, National University of Singapore
took part in the discussion. The event provides platform for dialogue centred on vital issues in bioethics, especially in
religious and cultural contexts. The event reinforced its theme of “Religion, Culture and Global Bioethics” with a special
panel discussion, which featured members of IAB executive leadership delving into the significance of the theme
alongside distinguished figures from across academic and bioethics research. WISH CEO Afdhal, said: “We are
delighted to see months of hard work come to fruition as we witness the gathering of the world’s most renowned
bioethicists and scholars in Qatar for 17th edition of the World Congress of Bioethics. Balancing international
perspectives and evidence-based best practices in health with those rooted in the religious values and cultural
traditions of Qatar, the Gulf region, and the broader Arab-Muslim world has been a cornerstone of our approach at
WISH.” The Congress helped participants exchange insights on prominent and emerging topics in bioethics, including
the use of artificial intelligence in healthcare, how healthcare can be practiced safely in regions impacted by war and
armed conflict, and public health ethics in light of Covid-19 and other pandemics. Prominent experts from the Middle
East, North Africa, and Asia are participating in the discussions and offer regional perspectives on the wider field and
issues such as disability, environmental, genetic, and genomic bioethics. Mohammed Ghaly, head of CILE and chair of
the Congress, added: “This special edition of the World Congress of Bioethics gives us the opportunity to approach the
study of bioethics from a unique context. Our discussions revolve around the understanding that our field is not only a
secular discipline, but also one that acknowledges the importance of respecting diverse socio-cultural and religious-
moral traditions.”
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Doha Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation (QF), witnessed Hamad Bin Khalifa
University (HBKU) successfully inaugurate the 17th World Congress of Bioethics in Doha on Tuesday - the first edition
of this touchstone event to be held in the Arab World. A milestone in the field of bioethics, this year’s Congress was
hosted by HBKU’s Research Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics (CILE) at the College of Islamic Studies
(CIS) in collaboration with World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH), the global health initiative of Qatar Foundation.
Sponsored by the Ministry of Public Health, Hamad Medical Corporation, and the Primary Health Care Corporation, this
edition of the Congress was organized with support from the International Association of Bioethics (IAB). The event has
gathered over 1,000 participants - including bioethicists, researchers, and stakeholders - to engage in a dialogue
centered on vital issues in bioethics, especially in religious and cultural contexts. The event reinforced its theme of
“Religion, Culture and Global Bioethics” with a special panel discussion, which featured members of the IAB’s
executive leadership delving into the significance of the theme alongside distinguished figures from across academic
and bioethics research. Commenting on the significance of the 17th World Congress of Bioethics being held in the
region, Dr Ahmad M Hasnah, President, HBKU, said: “The role of religion is a crucial one in the biomedical area.
Discussions shaping bioethical policies should not neglect people’s beliefs, as they are a part of their lives. It is
important that they are captured in the development and creation of any policy.” “It is also important to recognize that
heavenly religions were revealed to provide guiding principles for humanity that are irrespective of time and place,
providing an important basis to the ethical discussion away from trial and error or time-bound approaches.” Sultana
Afdhal, WISH CEO and co-chair of the event, said: “We are delighted to see months of hard work come to fruition as we
witness the gathering of the world’s most renowned bioethicists and scholars in Qatar for this very special 17th edition
of the World Congress of Bioethics. Balancing international perspectives and evidence-based best practices in health
with those rooted in the religious values and cultural traditions of Qatar, the Gulf region, and the broader Arab-Muslim
world has been a cornerstone of our approach at WISH, exemplified by our long-term series on healthcare ethics.” “As
such, we appreciate the opportunity to launch the upcoming WISH topic on the ethical management of Al in healthcare
at such a landmark event in the presence of thought-leaders from the bioethics community, and we look forward to
continued collaboration with HBKU and CILE in this critical field.” Held until June 6, the Congress will see participants
exchange insights on prominent and emerging topics in bioethics, including the use of artificial intelligence in
healthcare, how healthcare can be practiced safely in regions impacted by war and armed conflict, and public health
ethics in light of COVID-19 and other pandemics. Several of the event’s panels and sessions will be conducted wholly in
Arabic featuring live English translation, reflecting the IAB’s commitment to facilitating a cross-cultural dialogue on
contemporary issues in the field of bioethics. Prominent experts from the Middle East, North Africa, and Asia will also
participate in the discussions and offer regional perspectives on the wider field and issues such as disability,
environmental, genetic, and genomic bioethics. The World Congress also features an exhibition component, where
HBKU, WISH, and several international institutions are hosting booths that showcase the latest in bioethics research to
attendees. Noting the value of the discussions, Mohammed Ghaly, Head of CILE and Chair of the Congress, said: “This
special edition of the World Congress of Bioethics gives us the opportunity to approach the study of bioethics from a
unique context. Our discussions revolve around the understanding that our field is not only a secular discipline, but
also one that acknowledges the importance of respecting diverse socio-cultural and religio-moral traditions. It is ours
and the IAB’s belief that engaging with bioethicists with expertise in diverse contexts facilitates mutual learning and a
better understanding of bioethics in different settings, leading to more inclusive outcomes for biomedical research and
better healthcare across the world.” HBKU's CIS provides a unique platform for critical intellectual debates on Islam in
a global context through its blended academic programs, immersive learning experience, and distinguished research
division, which includes several research centers, including the Research Center of Islamic Legislation and Ethics.
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